DAC Meeting

May 4, 2012

1pm-2pm Eastern

Present: Tracy, Demian, Wei (filling in for Susan), Megan
AGENDA 

1. Request for volunteer for minutes

2. Updates

    a. Concrete5

    b. Catholic Portal

    c. EAD display

3. New Topics

    a. Template/configuration for Archivists’ Toolkit

    b. Newspaper digitization best practices

 

PREPARATORY READING

These are the DLF standards we use as the basis for our digitization efforts at Villanova:

http://old.diglib.org/standards/bmarkfin.htm
http://old.diglib.org/standards/draftbmark.htm
Note that these are pretty loose guidelines -- there are still choices to be made.  We can discuss this in more detail on the call.  Also note that these are on a rather old, unmaintained website; as far as I know, they are nonetheless the most recent versions of the documents.

Meeting Notes
1. Updates
    a. Concrete5 – Starting in mid-May or early June, Pat will have a student assistant who will work on content entry and visual design of the new CRRA website.
    b. Catholic Portal – Eric has implemented the majority of the changes discussed on the previous call in the “sandbox” version of the Portal: vufind.library.nd.edu.  Only four features are not yet implemented: OAI-PMH server support, the jQuery Mobile theme, new recommendation modules, and regularly-generated XML sitemaps.  Everything else will be able to go into production after a bit of graphic design is completed by volunteers from DePaul (Ryan Hess and Jim LeFager).  Demian and Eric had a recent call with Ryan and Jim, and they don’t expect this to be a difficult task.  Eric hopes to update the live portal by Memorial Day.
    c. EAD update – Kevin was not present at the meeting, so we were unable to ask him for an update on EAD display issues; this should be deferred to the next call.

2. New Topics
    a. Template/configuration for Archivists’ Toolkit - Megan & Tracy are willing to help w/template building and further investigation of AT; Tracy is relatively new to the software and is willing to help present the newcomer’s perspective.  Demian will ask Eric to follow up on this and we can have another update next call.
    b. Newspaper digitization best practices -
The Digital Library Federation provides some guidelines for digitization, but they are very open-ended and provide a lot of choices.  At Villanova, the DLF guidelines were used as a basis, but some decisions had to be made.  In general, Demian recommends aiming for non-compressed files (TIFF or JPEG2000 format) in color at 400 or 600 DPI.  The advantage to color scans is that they capture the most information, even if the document being scanned is not in color; when scans are non-optimal, a color image allows the most options for processing to improve quality.  If you scan at less detail, you limit your options.  Since the act of scanning is relatively expensive and storage of images is relatively cheap, it usually makes sense to capture as much as possible up front in order to avoid the need to scan again.

Megan said that DePaul is going through a similar process of standards-building and seems to share the opinions of Villanova; she is willing to share internal standards with the group as they develop.

One question arose: should our best practices discussion also include storage/migration guidelines for the files generated by the scanning, or are we only interested in actual scanning standards for now?

    c. Committee membership guidelines – Demian mentioned that committee chairs are currently being asked to discuss committee membership guidelines with their current members in an effort to formalize the process to ensure diverse groups of active members on all committees.  The Collections committee will begin this discussion this month, so DAC can comment on their findings during the June meeting.  Tracy mentioned that new projects like the newspaper task force offer opportunities for participation in CRRA beyond DAC membership – if there is a lot of interest in participation, DAC could grow into more of a steering committee with multiple sub-groups reporting back.
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